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….we might read failure, 

for example as a refusal of 

master, a critique of the 

intuitive within capitalism 

between success and profi t, 

and as a counterhegemonic 

discourse of losing. Stupidity 

could refer not simple to a 

lack of knowledge but to the 

limits of certain forms of 

knowing and certain ways 

of inhabiting structures of 

knowing

Th e focus of this 

workshop is to open our 

experimental contact with 

potato. Because the potato 

is much more than just a 

side dish. With the help 

of a programme named 

Adruino, the potato can 

talk to us in its own way. 

Maybe you should fi rst ask 

the patato how it is doing 

before you eat it.





Part of a comic of an italian artist called Ganluca Lerici ( Pr. 
Bad Trip). One of its comic is about the life with technology 
in 2020 (the comic was written in 1980) and in my opinion 
this picture refl ects how technology is, in a negative and 
extremist way, taking over us.



With the publicity stunts failing 
to popularize potatoes, Parmentier 
tried a new tactic. King Louis XVI 
granted him a large plot of land at 
Sablons in 1781. Parmentier turned 
this land into a potato patch, then 
hired heavily armed guards to make a 
great show of guarding the potatoes. 
His thinking was that people would 
notice the guards and assume that 
potatoes must be valuable. Anything 
so fi ercely guarded had to be worth 
stealing, right? To that end, 
Parmentier’s guards were given 
orders to allow thieves to get away 
with potatoes. If any enterprising 
potato bandits offered a bribe in 
exchange for potatoes, the guards 
were instructed to take the bribe, 
no matter how large or small.

Sure enough, before too long, 
people began stealing Parmentier’s 
potatoes.



I would like the people who 

enter to be overwhelmed 

with emotion and delight 

looking at this most 

ordinary and humble 

vegetable, the potato, and 

to share my utopia of 

believing that the beauty of 

the world embedded in the 

beauty of old potatoes helps 

us to live and reconciles us 

with the chaos

  



It seems necessary and 
impossible to rewrite 
the default grammar 
of agency, a grammar 
that assigns activity to 
people and passivity to 
things.

materiality is 
discursive
...
matter emerges 
out of the ongoing 
reconfiguring of 
boundaries
...
practices are always 
already material



It matters what matters we use 

to think other matters with; it 

matters what stories we tell other 

stories with; it matters what knots 

knot knots, what thoughts think 

thoughts, what descriptions 

describe descriptions, what ties 

tie ties. It matters what stories 

make words, what worlds make 

stories.

Kartoff el wird Cyborg, Computer schlägt den off ensichtlichen Bezug zur 

Erde. Es fi ndet ein Gespräch statt, welches uns durch die Wahrnehmung 

der Werte zuhören und teilnehmen lässt.

Interaktion durch Coding. Wir verleihen der Kartoff el eine andere 

Art von Lebendigkeit, eine Art, die uns den Schein einer Kartoff el mit 

Gefühlen und Persönlichkeit fühlen lässt. Berührung, rührend, Rühren. 

Stampfen. Kartoff elstampf.

Interaction through coding. We bring a diff erent kind of vibrancy to the 

potato, a kind that lets us feel the semblance of a potato with emotion and 

personality. touch, touching, aff ecting. stomp. mashed potatoes

Potato Veneration

I am from the community of Amaru. My name is Francisco Ccana. 
Greeting to all the local communities and the whole world. Today, 
I recite a poem for the potato, in the name of our Apus (i.e. moun-
tainous ancestors).

Little potato, little potato, you are the heart of all your 
poor children; the one who calms thirst and hunger, 
the one who fi lls the belly.

Little potato, little potato, with our huge heart, we 
are celebrating May the 30th because you are a year 
older.

Little potato, little potato, we are coming with our 
huge heart overfl owing with joy because our ances-
tors sowed the elders’ potato (araq papas) in the 
lowlands of our community.

Little potato, little potato, in these highland communi-
ties where you live, in the mountains where you walk, 
little potato, between springs and springs, between 
alpagas and alpagas, in soils where sillu sillu plants 
grow and you give us your fruits.

Young man Puca Poncho, young lady Yana Lliqlla 
(two native potato varieties meaning “red poncho” 
and “yellow cover” respectively), your heart fl ourishes 
like white roses. For us you endure the frost, and you 
don’t surrender.

Little potato, little potato, with our huge heart, today, 
on your day, we remember you.
Little Potato, you are present in our joys and sadness. 
You are present in our weddings, or when sadness 
and happiness come, you are present.

You live together with us, and you live for us.
Thank you



I used the gutenbergr R package, modifying some of the code in order to access the 

volume of books I needed, and updated the metadata using the python script available 

in its GitHub repository. I downloaded everything in English, then selected all of the 

books that a) are listed as fi ction in the Library of Congress Subject Headings, and b) 

include “potato” or some variation thereof. I focused on fi ction to avoid the results 

being skewed by cookbooks and agricultural productivity reports and to identify the 

extent to which the potato has crept into the literary conciousness.

Most books that mention potatoes did so only once or twice, as shown in Figure 1.

 Figure 1: Empirical Cumulative Distribution Function of Potatoes in Fiction

Just over a third (33.8%) of all English fi ction books available in the Gutenberg library 

mention potatoes at least once.

�����������	�
�������
������
�������������������������������
�����������
�������
�������������	��
��
���������
�����������
�
����
������
��
���������� ��!������������ ���������������
�������
�!�����
�
���� �����������
�����
��������
�"���� ���
�����
����!�
��������������		��!��� ����������������������
��		������#�������
����

���������$�����������������$�������
"�������
"��%������������������
���
"�
�����	���������	�
�
��
�� �����������������
!���
������ �� ��������������
"�����
������

�
�����%����������������������	��
�������
�	�
	
�&����
�
�����"������� �� "
������������%��������
��"���������������
�����
������
�����������
	
���!�����������
��
������������
�$���������
�������	����������
'���������� 
��������������	�����������

�
�
��(��	�� ����)�������������
���	��������������
��������
��
������	���
�"��	�
������������ �*���������!���
�!�
�	��

+�����������
��(��������� "������������	�
�!������
�������������

��
����������	����������������������

���

��+���

��
��!���$

����!�
��$

���

����	�� ��!���$

�
���
�����������
������ ��
�"����	�������
������������������	
������
��
�����������	
������������
�� ����������
!����������
��������



,�����-$%
����������#
����
���
� ��� ���������)��.������
����
���������
"������������
 ���
"�
��)�����������	��������
�������� ����� ���������������
�������������"������)��	
���
��
	
������������������
�����
����� 
�����	������� 
��������
��
"���

#���������������
���������� ������
	�����������������������#
�
���!�
����,�����-$%
���!����#
����
���!��������
������ ����������
����������������
����������	��	
��
������������������������ ���� ��
	��	
������ �
��
���
�������
��������	
��� ����� �
����
�����
������	�
��
������������	
��
����
��	������ ������
��� ������
 �	�����������
����������

/����	��������
"��#
���������
��

�"���������
��������
����� ����!�
������������!������������������
�����������	��	
�����������
�����
#����������	�����!��
�����������
�
���
��������
�!������
���������	�"��
�������	�	�
�������������01���
����02��� ����
���3������

�����
��	�������������	������4���
�
�
��"����!������
����������


